BAD WEATHER POLICY

It is always the school’s aim to remain open except in the most extreme circumstances where we are
forced to close because there is a risk to the health and safety of staff and pupils.
Information for parents

e Parents will be informed of School closure in the following ways:
= A message will be posted on the school website www.sheffieldhighschool.org.uk and on
Twitter before 7.00am
= There will be an announcement sent to BBC Radio Sheffield and Radio Hallam although
we cannot guarantee these being broadcast

e Closure will be avoided wherever possible. There is no need to contact the school in bad weather
to check whether or not the school is open. Unless announced as above, we will be open! While
we understand parental concerns, please be aware of the difficulty for office staff of responding to
literally hundreds of calls. Please do not telephone the school office at these times unless there is
an emergency.

e Parents should be aware that in extreme weather conditions, significant staff or pupil absences
may result in emergency timetabling being put into effect.

e Should the weather turn worse during the school day and parents are concerned about the journey
home, they may collect their daughters early or contact the school office to give permission for
their daughter to leave early. Pupils should not however ring their parents to ask to be collected
early. Girls who are collected early should sign out at the school office.

e Information about whether school buses are running will either be given directly to parents by the
school coach operators or will be placed on the school website. If the coach operators inform
school that they are collecting girls early during bad weather, the message will be passed on to the
girls and arrangements made for them to leave school. Melbourne House girls will always be
accompanied to the buses.

e |n extreme weather normal after school clubs may be cancelled.

e |f parents are delayed by the weather collecting their child, she will be kept warm and safe in
school in the care of a member of staff. Please would parents telephone school if they are
seriously delayed (after 4.30pm Melbourne House parents should telephone the tea time club
mobile number and senior school parents after 5.00pm should ring the Head of Pastoral Care or
Deputy Head).

e In the event of school closure, work will be available for the girls via the school's VLE or will be
emailed to them directly by staff. Please would parents ensure that the girls check their school
email accounts and the VLE regularly.

e In extreme weather girls may wear boots to school but these must be removed inside school and
indoor shoes worn.




