Notes on being as parent at Sheffield High School
Traffic
It’s a nightmare, bring your smallest car and your best manners to survive the daily logjam on Westbourne Road. Things somehow improve by the end of September, but only a little. No tips on secret parking spots!

Uniform
Saves money and numerous arguments, rules strictly enforced. Uniform labels, painful but necessary 

Infant Nativity Play
Wonderful, more cameras than the Cup Final; bring some tissues

School Events
How do they always persuade the children to behave so well, for so long?

School Trips
Join in and offer to help, they’re good fun. You may be asked to lead a group around the museum/Tudor House/mini-beast hunt. Know the subject just a little

Homework
More than anticipated, and no matter how smart you are and how high your IQ, I can guarantee you’ll learn something. 

for example -
John Hawkins (I’m now an expert)

Religions of the world (ask me anything)

Which acid causes nettle stings? (but, I have a Chemistry A level)

Multiplication of decimals (so that’s how to do it, but I have a Maths A-level too)

Music and Drama
The quality and variety of performance in both Senior and Junior Schools is always outstanding. You’ll be more anxious than your daughter when it’s her turn to perform 

FOSH Ball
A good opportunity to see all those harassed parents from Westbourne Road parking rages in a different light. Always an excellent evening

Tea-Time Club
The children really enjoy its relaxed, fun atmosphere; the parents value its flexibility and excellent childcare

Parties
Be prepared for your daughter to have a better social life than you, no matter what age she is.

School Sports Day
A feat of SHS organisation. Keep up with the programme or you’ll miss the crucial event

Parents’ Evening
Always takes longer than anticipated.

School’s Birthday
Has anyone ever managed to get a daffodil all the way to the classroom without bending it?

