


Founded in 1878, Sheffield High School has recently celebrated its 130th Birthday.  The 
school is proud to be a member of the Girls’ Day School Trust, an organisation which, since its 
foundation in 1872, has been at the forefront of education for girls. 
 
Students can travel to the school daily by special coaches from all over South and West   
Yorkshire, North Derbyshire and North Nottinghamshire. 
 

Headmistress 
 

Mrs Valerie Dunsford 
 

Deputy Head  Senior Teacher 
Mr Simon Mozley  Miss Helen Thorneloe 

 
 Director of Studies  Head of Sixth Form  
 Miss Jean Goodwin  Dr James Raymond   
  
 Head of Pastoral Care  Deputy Head of Sixth Form 
 Mrs Rachel Bennett   Dr Jane McGregor-Jones  
 
 Head of Careers 

Mrs Jenny Ashby 
 

Current Sixth Form Tutors 
 
 Mrs V Amos   Mrs G Hopton 
 Mrs J Ashby   Mrs H England 

Mr G Atkins   Mr M Fuller 
Mrs J Bradfield  Mr V L Knowles 
Mrs K Boulton-Pratt  Mrs S Parnell 
Miss J Dieckhöner-Kelly  Mr C Spick 
Miss T Francis  Mrs E Strong 
    

   
      

“Sixth formers spoke warmly of the relaxed relationships  
they enjoy with their teachers”   

 
ISI Inspection Report 

What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 

Eleanor Bentley 

Eleanor was Deputy Head Girl and passed A levels in Art, English Literature, 
Government & Politics and Spanish.  She is now studying Politics, Philosophy 
and Economics at Trinity College Oxford. 
 
“The School motivated me, guided me and gave me the help I needed to get 
this far.  It also provided opportunities for me in sports and through music 
tours.” 
 



 
Welcome 
 
You have reached an exciting crossroads in your school life where, for the first time, you will 
have the chance to fully dictate the path you wish to follow.  This brings with it challenges,       
opportunities, excitement and expectations. The purpose of this handbook is to give you an     
insight into life in the Sixth Form at Sheffield High School as you embark on the task of deciding 
what to study after GCSEs. 
 
As you think about entering the Sixth Form you will already have developed a strong sense of 
what you want to achieve academically and personally. As a member of the Sixth Form at SHS 
you can be confident that you will be surrounded by a supportive, friendly pastoral team who 
wish to see you succeed and will support you in each step of the next two years. As well as 
maintaining high academic standards, we hope to see you making the most of the wide range of 
extra-curricular opportunities on offer. The Sixth form at SHS is a chance to continue existing   
interests and develop new ones. The Sixth Form Enrichment programme offers the opportunity to 
pursue a wide range of activities from Mandarin, to Young Enterprise, recreational sport and 
many others. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the Sixth Form Open Morning on Saturday 13 November when 
you will be able to get further information and chat to existing students and teachers about life in 
the Sixth Form at Sheffield High School. 
 
With best wishes 
 
Dr James Raymond 
Head of Sixth Form 
 
 
 
 

 

Entry requirements  

Usually 7 GCSE passes at A*-C, including Mathematics and English 

If you wish to study a subject at A level, ideally you should have achieved at least a B at 
GCSE level (please note, some A level subjects are not studied at GCSE level). 

 
Tutor groups  

Students are given the opportunity to put themselves into friendship groups which are then 
used to draw up the Sixth Form tutor groups. 

Students usually stay with the same form tutor throughout their time in the Sixth Form. 
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What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 
Alina Gregory 
 
Having gained A levels in Art, Economics, French and Maths, Alina is now 
studying Economics with French at Durham University. 
 
“There is excellent subject choice, and support from the teachers which 
has enabled me to study the subjects I enjoy. 
 
The opportunities for extra-curricular activities are vast, and I have been 
able to contribute to sport and the arts at Sheffield High School. Also the 
school has given me friends for life.” 
 

 

 



Life in the Sixth Form  

The Sixth Form is based in a separate building, 1 Melbourne Avenue.  It houses common 

rooms, teaching rooms and tutorial bases. The new extension to the Sixth Form centre, com-
pleted in 2010, provides further teaching and common rooms, dining facilities and a state-of-the-
art independent learning centre. 

The Sixth Form gives students the opportunity to continue to take part in a wide range of extra-

curricular activities and to take a leadership role in many of them. 

Sixth Form responsibilities give students the opportunity to play a leading role in the life of the 

school. 

Sixth Form students do not wear school uniform 

 
Financial Assistance   
Sixth Form students are eligible for financial assistance, including: 
 

Trust Bursaries - leaflets explaining these are available from the school and Mrs. Dunsford is 

happy to talk to parents about the scheme. 

Scholarships - scholarships, open to all Y11 students and new students joining the Sixth 

Form, are awarded on the basis of a test taken in January and performance in mock GCSE  
examinations and an interview with the Headmistress. 

Centenary Awards - these are available for students whose parents are faced with unexpected 

financial hardship during the course of the Sixth Form 

Educational Maintenance Allowance - a means tested government allowance to support   

students during their Sixth Form studies.  Further information is available from Dr Raymond, 
Mrs Jackson, Head of Year 11 or visit www.ema.dfes.gov.uk 

School fees cover all necessary books and the public examination fees (excluding re-sits). 
 

THE CURRICULUM  
 
A and AS courses 
Details of the courses have been produced by the Head of Department responsible for the subject.  If 
further information about any particular subject is required, the appropriate Head of Department or 
member of staff responsible should be consulted. 
 

Art and Design        Miss G M Hanlon 
Biology          Mrs M E Birkhead 
Business Studies      Mr C Spick 
Chemistry        Dr P Mayers 
Classical Civilisation      Mr V L Knowles 
Critical Thinking      Mrs C Casey 
Drama and Theatre Studies    Mrs C Heery 
Economics       Mr C Spick 
English Language      Miss R Carrington/Mrs J Bradfield 
English Literature      Mrs J Bradfield 
French         Ms K J Salmon 
General Studies      Mrs E Strong 
Geography        Mr A Davies 
Geology        Mrs J Ashby 
German         Frau C Wallace 
History and Government and Politics    Mr M Fuller 
Information and Communication Technology   Mrs S Parnell 
Latin        Mr V L Knowles 
Mathematics and Further Mathematics   Mr S Lewis 
Music   Mrs V Linnemann 
Philosophy of Religion with Ethics  Miss L Jones 
Physical Education  Miss E Jones 
Physics  Dr M Dinsdale 
Psychology  Mrs A Jackson 
Russian   Mrs J M Nashvili 
Spanish   Mrs A Gray 
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Occasionally the school may be unable to offer a particular subject, if numbers opting for 
a subject fall below what is considered to be a viable group size.  Students would then be    
advised about possible alternatives. 

Most students study 4 AS subjects in Y12, followed by 3 A2 subjects in Y13.  There is 
also the opportunity to study 5 subjects at AS and this should be discussed with the   
Head of Sixth Form or Director of Studies. 

Advice about subject combinations is always available from the Sixth Form tutorial team. 

There is usually flexibility in the timetable to enable some of the Y13s to take an AS    
subject if this is a requirement for their University course. 

All Y12 students take part in the Enrichment Programme which offers a wide range of 
choice. 

Y13 students may choose to follow a general course in Critical Thinking and/or General 
Studies. 

ASSESSMENT  
External assessment units are taken for some subjects in January and for all subjects in June 
of both Years 12 and 13.  In preparation for these examinations, internal school papers are set 
during lessons.  If it appears that a student is likely to fail her Y12 modules she will be given  
advice about repeat or alternative courses. 
 

ADVANCED LEVEL RESULTS 2004 - 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All the students who choose to do so, go on to Higher Education and every year approximately 
15% choose to apply for Oxford or Cambridge.  Some students like to take a gap year between 
school and university and the Careers staff can advise on this. 
 

 
 THE AQA BACCALAUREATE 

 
We offer students in the Sixth Form the opportunity to study for the AQA Baccalaureate.  This is 
an academic qualification that builds on the student’s core A level subjects by adding value 
through wider learning and enrichment activities. 
 
To achieve the qualification a student needs to study at least 3 subjects to A2 level and an AS 
in either General Studies or Critical Thinking.  She must also complete an Extended Project 
and participate in enrichment activities.  By completing the AQA Baccalaureate she will show 
that she has developed her personal qualities and skills to the full.  For example, it will show 
that she is resourceful, imaginative, can use her own initiative and can work independently or 
with others. 
 
Students in Y12 will be asked to apply for a place and if accepted will be well supported by a 
team of staff who will guide them.  Much of the work, however, requires the student to work   
independently. 
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Year % Pass Rate % A and B Passes 

2004 100% 81% 

2005 99.6% 81% 

2006 100% 82% 

2007 100% 82% 

2008 100% 80.5% 

2009 99.6% 82.7% 

2010 100% 76.3% 



 
 
 

OUR ENRICHMENT AND EXTRA CURRICULAR PROGRAMME 
 
In addition to their academic subjects, all Year 12 students pursue several enrichment courses.   
Universities and employers are keen to see that students in the sixth form have broadened their 
studies, developed new skills and have proved they can manage responsibility. 
 
Our enrichment programme gives the girls the opportunity to do just that as they participate in 
courses such as those detailed below, alongside their A levels. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 

Elizabeth Crampin 
 

Elizabeth gained A levels in Art & Design, Biology and Sport Studies as 
well as AS level English Language.  She is now studying Physiotherapy 
at Birmingham University. 
 
“The School helped me to realise my potential and the excellent teacher-pupil   
relationship encouraged me to work hard.  I was never afraid to ask for help.  
The School has helped me to become a well-rounded person, providing me 
with excellent experience and opportunities in extra-curricular activities such 
as sport and music and to develop key life skills.” 

 

YOUNG ENTERPRISE 

 

MUSIC AND DRAMA 

 

MANDARIN 

 

VISITS 

 

CRITICAL THINKING 

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
 

COMMUNITY SPORTS LEADER 
AWARD 

 
DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD 

 
HOUSE AND PREFECT SYSTEM 

 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 
ASSIST WITH JUNIOR CLASSES 

 

SPORT AND LEISURE 
 

PEER EDUCATORS 
 

GENERAL STUDIES 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 

SCHOOL MAGAZINE 
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What our Sixth Formers say ....  
 
Emily Green 
 

Emily gained A levels in Chemistry, Maths and Geography and is now at the Uni-
versity of Durham studying maths and education studies.  She hopes to become 
a primary school teacher specialising in maths. 
 
ñThe school has helped me and nurtured out of me my academic talent.  
They have always been there to push me to do my absolute best.  
 
It has allowed me to spread my wings and try out lots of different activities.  
It introduced me to sport and Iôm very grateful for that, especially trampo-
lining.  The school does its utmost to make sure that every girl receives the 
help she needs and to make sure they enjoy their time at SHS.ò  



September Feedback from Careers tests and continued  
careers advice including individual  

interviews 

 
 

 

November Sixth Form Preview Morning 

 
 

 

 Consultation Evening 

 
 

 

December Straw poll of AS choices 

 
 

 

January School examinations 
Sixth Form Scholarship Examination 

 
 

 

February Y11 Conference 

 
 

 

 Submission of four AS choices 

 
 

 

May/June GCSE examinations 

 
 

 

June/July Work experience placements 

 
 

 

July Sixth Form Induction 

 
 

 

August GCSE results and post-results interviews 

TIMESCALE FOR AS AND A LEVEL CHOICES 
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What our Sixth Formers say... 
 

Catherine Beck 
 

Catherine gained A levels in Chemistry, Maths, Further Maths and Physics.  She is now 
studying Maths and Management at Manchester University. 
 

“The School has helped me greatly.  The teachers pick you up when you’re stuck and 
they’re always happy to take time out of their day to help you. The School has also given 
me countless sporting opportunities. 
 

 

 

 



KEY DATES IN THE SIXTH FORM 

Commencement of AS courses  

Welcome evening for students and parents 

September Continuation of A2 courses 

University applications 

  

 

 

Consultation Evening November Interview Workshop 

  

 

 

 December Report 

  

 

 

AS module External examinations January A2 modules External examinations 

  

 

 

Results of AS examinations 

Confirmation of A2 choices 

March Results of A2 examinations 

Consultation Evening 

  

 

 

External examinations 

Confirmation of A2 choices 

June External examinations 

A2 modules 

  

 

 

Commencement of A2 courses July  

  

 

 

Results of AS modules August A level results 
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What our Sixth Formers say... 
 

Kirsty Anderson 
 

Kirsty gained A levels in Economics, English Literature and German and is now 
majoring in law on a liberal arts degree course at the University of Utrecht in the 
Netherlands.  
 

“The teachers at Sheffield High School always taught me to strive for that extra 
mile.  They are always available and truly have our best at heart for our own 
personal academic development.   They provided me with a great deal of sup-
port with my UCAS application, making sure I was secure in my choices, and 
such events as the Interview Workshop contributed a great deal to my ability to 
secure a place at my chosen university.” 

 
 

 



August 
 
 
 
 

Aug - Sep 
 
 
 

 
 

Sep - Oct 
 
 

 
 
 

Sep - Nov 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sep - May 

 

 

 
November 

 
 
 
 
 

Nov - 
March 

 
 
 
 
 

August 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

August 
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CAREERS GUIDANCE IN THE SIXTH FORM 
 
 

Welcome Evening for parents and  

students.  Advice about what is to come. 

Tutorials   
giving advice to groups or one to one  

discussions.   
 

Advice about arranging work experience 

‘Choosing your course’ 
Lecture from Sheffield University 

 
Oxbridge Information Evening 

September 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

January 
 
 

 
 
 
 

March 
 
 
 
 
 

April 

 

 
 

April - May 
 
 
 
 
 

June 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June - July 

 
 
 

 
 

May - July  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Statements 

Manchester University Workshop  

Oxbridge Conference for Sheffield 
Schools 

Personal Monitoring and advice  

from Tutors 

Y12 UCAS Information Evening 

Oxbridge Visits 

Visits to University Open Days 

University Preparation 

Year 12  

AS Results 

UCAS Reference Writing 

UCAS application advice in Tutorials 
Work on Personal Statements 

UCAS Transmission of completed  

applications 

Life Skills 

Preparation for University sessions 

Interview Workshop 

Advice about firm and insurance offers 

Advice on student finance 

A Level Results 

Post results 

Clearing Advice 

Year 13 



ART AND DESIGN 

BUSINESS STUDIES 
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What about future prospects and careers?  
The combination of practical work and theory pro-
duces an A level which is respected by universities. 
Coursework forms the basis for a portfolio for all art 
and design related courses.  Previous courses stu-
dents have gone on to study include architecture 
and fashion. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?   
Yes but there are occasional exceptions. 
 
Additional information  

Curriculum gallery trips and optional study tours 
abroad 
Artist in residence/community projects 
Occasional opportunity for involvement in      
design for creative arts and theatre productions. 
Optional life drawing classes after/in school 

What will I be studying?  
Our broad and varied course provides the opportu-
nity to develop technical skills, inventiveness and 
critical awareness. 

 
What does this subject involve?  
Emphasis is placed on drawing as a means of re-
cording and communicating ideas and students are      
encouraged to explore a variety of media areas: 
painting, textiles, printing, ceramics, sculpture, ICT 
and lens based media. 

 
What skills or qualities will I need?  

An enjoyment and interest in drawing and 
painting 
Interest in developing some of the following 
media areas: painting, textiles, printmaking, 
ceramics, sculpture, ICT. 
Enjoyment at looking at work of artists and 
designers. 

What will I be studying?  
At AS level you will develop a firm foundation of 
business concepts by learning about individual 
organisations and how competitive markets work. 
You will also look at the wider economy from a 
national and international perspective. 
At A2, these topics are logically extended to lar-
ger organisations, with the emphasis on Strate-
gies for Business Success, Managing Change, 
including topics such as Globalisation, leadership 
and corporate culture.  
 
What does this subject involve?  
Every organisation needs to make the correct 
decisions about its present and future activities. 
All of this must be done taking into account the 
political, legal, economic and sociological forces 
within the UK, EU and the global market place. 
 

 
 

What skills or qualities will I need?  
Students are encouraged to acquire a range of im-
portant and transferable skills: 

Data skills 

Presenting arguments and making judgments 

and justified recommendations on the basis of 
the available evidence 

Recognising the nature of problems and provid-

ing solutions 

Challenging their own assumptions using evi-

dence . 
 
What about future prospects and careers?  
Studying Business Studies offers a very diverse 
range of disciplines that might be studied at Univer-
sity such as Business and Administration, Business 
Studies, European Business Studies, Accounting 
and Finance, Marketing and Human Resource 
Management. 
 
 

What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 
Rosie Henry 
 
Having gained A levels in German, History and Politics, Rosie went on to study 
History at St. Edmund Hall College, Oxford. 
 
“The School enabled me to achieve my full potential and it encouraged me to 
aim high. 
 
It has given me the opportunity to go on numerous visits with the School to new 
and exciting places such as New Zealand and Fiji, Ecuador and the Galapagos 
and Florida where I have also made many new friends.” 
 

 



ECONOMICS 

 

10 

What will I be studying?  
The history, society, culture and literature of the 
ancient Greeks and Romans.  There’s lots of vari-
ety. 
 
What does this subject involve?  
Lots of reading!  You’ll be studying ancient 
sources, as well as what modern scholars say.  
Apart from tuition in class, you will be expected to 
research and work independently. 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  

Knowledge - the ability to assimilate information 
Understanding - the ability to interpret and    
assess evidence 
Communication - the ability to structure and or-
ganise your ideas 

 

What will I be studying?  
At AS level students learn about how the world’s 
precious resources are allocated to the various 
groups within the economy. In Macro Economics 
the focus is on how the government manages the 
economy and what are its primary objectives. 
 
At A2, these topics are logically extended to the 
global economy, with the emphasis on trade, inte-
gration, development and sustainability. Econom-
ics education gives you broad intellectual train-
ing, providing you with the foundations of knowl-
edge of how the economy works.  
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  
Students are encouraged to acquire a range of 
important and transferable skills: 

Data skills 
 

Presenting arguments and making judgments 

and justified recommendations on the basis of 
the available evidence 

Challenging their own assumptions using evi-

dence  

Political awareness 

 
What about future prospects and careers?  
Economics graduates are employed in a range of 
posts in manufacturing, transport, law, communica-
tions, banking, insurance, education, investment 
and retailing industries, as well as in government 
agencies, consulting and charitable organisations.  
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
No 
 
 

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 

What about future prospects and careers?  
This is a wide-ranging subject.  As well as Classics, 
recent students have gone on to study subjects as 
diverse as law, modern languages, archaeology, 
English, and history of art. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
No.  For all topics you will be studying ancient 
sources, but you will be reading them in English 
translation. 
 
  

What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 
Maddie Prokscha 
 
Maddie gained A levels in Art, Geography and Music and is now studying 
Music at Leeds College of Music. 
 
“The School has made me see that the only way to achieve what you want 
is to work hard and give 100% commitment. The support from the teachers 
is exceptional and they always want to help you achieve your potential. 
 
The supportive atmosphere and many talent show opportunities have    
encouraged me to sing in public and believe that I can take my love of 
singing to higher education and hopefully beyond.” 
 

 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES 
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What will I be studying?  
You will extend your ability to create drama  and 
will study plays, playwrights and live theatre pro-
ductions. 
 
What does this subject involve?  
You will take part in theatre productions, and also 
be required to write about plays and live theatre. 
You will develop your powers of analysis to be-
come an informed critic. 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  

The course demands practical, creative and 
communications skills in equal measure 
You will need to have acting  and/or theatre de-
sign skills 
You need to have a creative instinct for commu-
nicating your views through drama 

 

What about future prospects and careers?  
This course can lead to further study in Drama, 
Theatre Studies and Performing Arts in Higher 
Education. It can also lead to a career in the per-
forming arts industries. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
It is useful to have taken Drama at GCSE level but 
not essential.  
 
Additional information  
You will need to attend theatre visits and involve-
ment in extra-curricular drama productions will 
greatly benefit your studies. 

What will I be studying?  
The way language operates in society, the way we 
use it, the way people interact as well as the lan-
guage of children and how language has changed 
over time. 
 
What does this subject involve?  
Careful analysis of written and spoken language. 
You will produce a coursework folder of your own 
creative writing at AS level and an investigation into 
some aspect of language which interests you at A2 
level. 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  
You will need to be: 

Creative 
Interested in the way language works. 

You will also need to have excellent analytical 
skills. 
 
 

What about future prospects and careers?  
Journalism/writing, broadcasting, speech and lan-
guage therapy, working with children. As language 
is all around us, it will be useful for almost anything! 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
Yes 
 
Additional information  
You may have the opportunity to take part in a 
creative writing residential trip in the UK. 
  

What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 
Taj Tomouk 
 
Having gained A levels in Biology, Chemistry and Further Maths, Taj is now 
studying Medicine at Jesus College, Cambridge. 
 
“Sheffield High School pushed me to fulfil my potential and get the grades I 
needed for university. The teachers are always willing to give you extra help 
where needed.   
It has also broadened my education by giving me the opportunity to enter school 
competitions for athletics, cross country and hockey and it has also provided the 
opportunity to take on leadership roles.” 
 

 



ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
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What will I be studying?  
A selection of Prose, Poetry and Drama, grouped 
together by genre, such as Tragedy and Romance, 
examined via coursework and end of year assess-
ment.  
 
What does this subject involve?  
Discussion and debate arising from the study of 
Literature across the ages, in small groups, with 
opportunities to study independently, as well as 
with teacher guidance.   
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  
A passion for reading, the ability to argue and   
analyse, a sensitive appreciation of Language and 
how it works and the ability to present a coherent 
argument, in discussion and writing. 
   

What about future prospects and careers?  
An A level in English Literature is useful in almost 
any career e.g. Law, journalism, writing, broadcast-
ing, teaching and research. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
Yes.  
 
Additional information  
Studying English Literature at A level will be        
enhanced by Enrichment activities such as theatre 
visits and creative writing workshops.  

What about future prospects and careers?  
The skills you use in your geographical studies 
make you of potential interest to a wide range of 
employers. Statistics show that compared with 
other subjects, geographers are among the most 
employable.  
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
No.   
 
Additional information  
You will go to North Yorkshire for three days to  
develop your fieldwork skills in physical geography 
by studying coastal processes, landforms and man-
agement on the East Coast.  
 

What will I be studying?  
There is natural progression from GCSE to A level. 
Contemporary geography is a subject which       
engages with the relationships of human popula-
tions with each other over space and time and their 
relationship with the environment at a variety of 
scales from the local to the global. 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  
Students will need to develop a variety of skills 
which are very relevant to today’s world of work: 

Investigative Skills  

Cartographic Skills  

Graphical Skills  

Statistical Skills  

ICT Skills   
 
Overall you need the ability to think ‘outside the 
box’ and develop the skill of bringing in knowledge 
from a range of subjects and applying it to a      
particular issue or topic.  

 
What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 
Sophie Phillipson 
 
Sophie achieved A levels in Business Studies, Psychology and Religious Studies 
and is now studying Business Studies and Human Resource Management at 
Sheffield Hallam University. 
 
“The School encouraged me to push myself in order to achieve high grades. I feel 
the School has given me many opportunities, especially in sports to develop other 
qualities such as leadership skills and teamwork skills. 
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

 

HISTORY 

What will I be studying?  
This A level course studies British politics over the 
last two decades. The emphasis is very much upon 
current developments such as Britain’s relationship 
with Europe and current changes to the Welfare 
State. We also study the main institutions within 
Britain’s political system such as Parliament and 
the Prime Minister. We aim to turn out better      
informed voters who really understand the political 
environment in which we live. 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  

An interest in the subject 
An inquiring and lively mind 
An enjoyment of discussion and debate 
An ability to express yourself well in discussion 
and on paper 
An openness to new ideas and other people’s 
views 

 

What about future prospects and careers?  
A Government and Politics A level is useful for   
careers in: 
accountancy, law, banking and finance, business, 
civil service, human resources, management,   
journalism, medicine, politics, television and radio. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
No 
 
Additional Information  
An annual visit to the Houses of Parliament is    
organised. 

What will I be studying?  
In the AS course we look at Russian History       
between 1855 and 1917 including the revolutions 
of 1905 and 1917, the American Civil Rights move-
ment in the 1950’s and 1960’s and key individuals 
such as Malcolm X and Martin Luther King.  
 
At A2 we look at Britain between 1918 and 1964 
and complete a personal study on the Middle East 
between 1895 and 2000. 
 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  

An interest in the subject 
An inquiring and lively mind 
An enjoyment of discussion and debate 
An ability to express yourself well in discussion 
and on paper 

  

What about future prospects and careers?  
History A level is useful for careers in: 
accountancy, law, banking and finance, business, 
civil service, human resources, management, jour-
nalism, medicine, politics, television and radio. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
You do not need to have studied History at GCSE 
but we would recommend a good GCSE grade in 
an essay writing subject. 
 
 

What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 
Georgina Weetch 
 
Georgina gained A levels in Geography, History and Maths as well as AS levels in 
German and General Studies.  She studied Modern History at Pembroke College, 
Oxford and graduated in the summer of 2009. 
 
“Not only have the teachers encouraged me to work hard, but the environment has 
stimulated me to such a degree that I want to.  The School cares for the individual 
as a whole and therefore nurtures other non-academic talent.  Personally, the sport 
and School trips have provided fantastic opportunities and memories I shall      
treasure.” 
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 

 What will I be studying?  

ICT in the Digital World – the practical use of 
ICT, developments in technology and the use of 
ICT in organisations all helping to prepare you 
for the future. 
 

What does this subject involve?  

At AS you will apply ICT to solve problems as 
well as looking at the opportunities for and the 
effects of using ICT in the world today. 
At A2 you will study the concepts associated 
with the use of ICT in the 21st century. 
  

What skills or qualities will I need?  

The ability to work cooperatively 

An awareness of and interest in develop-
ments in technology 

An enjoyment of practical work 

Problem solving skills 
 

What about future prospects and careers?  
This course is designed specifically to help stu-
dents who wish to go on to higher education 
courses or employment where understanding 
how ICT can be used in society and business, 
and the implications of its use will be a valuable 
asset. 

 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
Beneficial but not essential. 

 
Additional information  
Local visits to bring ICT theory to life. 
Cross-Curricular USA 8 Day Educational Visit. 
Opportunities to assist with the Computer Club 
for Girls. 

LATIN 

What will I be studying?  
Mainly the language and literature of the ancient 
Romans, but you will also be learning about their 
society, history and culture. 
 
What does this subject involve?  
A study of the way the language works, but also 
what ancient authors wrote, what messages they 
wanted to put across, and how they expressed 
themselves. 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  
You will develop the ability to 

Assimilate and recall knowledge accurately 

Analyse language 

Select relevant information to structure your 

ideas and present them clearly. 
  

What about future prospects and careers?  
Previous students have gone on to study classics, 
but also medicine, law, natural sciences, modern 
languages and history.  The benefits of classics are 
widely appreciated by employers. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
Yes 

What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 
Helena Heaton 
 
Helena gained A levels in German, History and Latin and AS levels in English 
Literature and General Studies.  She is now studying German at St. Edmund 
Hall, Oxford University. 
 
“The School has given me ambition and helped me to achieve the best I pos-
sibly can.  It also developed my personal skills and has given me confidence 
to go out into the world.  School has nurtured very close friendships.” 



MATHEMATICS AND FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
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What will I be studying?  
Everyone studies Core Mathematics which consists 
of topics like Algebra and Trigonometry.  In addition 
you will be able to study Statistics (for example 
data analysis) and/or Decision Maths (e.g. optimis-
ing), Mechanics (for example motion and forces). 
 
What does this subject involve?  
You will develop an understanding of the different 
Mathematical skills and techniques that will enable 
you to enjoy the process of Mathematics and also 
to develop models to solve real world problems. 
 
What skills/qualities will I need?  

A good GCSE grade (preferably A*/A) 

A genuine interest in the subject 

An ability to work independently 

Determination 

A logical mind 

 
 

What our Sixth Formers say ....  
 
Clare Sutherland 
 
Clare gained A levels in Chemistry, Maths, Further Maths and Physics as well 
as AS level History.  She is now studying Engineering at her namesake college 
- Clare College, Cambridge. 
 
“All the teaching staff were very supportive and prepared to answer those   
awkward questions you have about their subject.  In the Sixth Form there is a 
very friendly atmosphere which makes the lessons enjoyable.  I have had a lot 
of satisfaction from playing recreational netball and enjoyed the challenge of 
participating in the UK Maths Challenge over the years.” 
 
and Clare’s parents say .... 
 
“We would like to thank all Clare’s teachers for their enthusiasm and encour-
agement and for all their sound advice and solid support during the whole 
UCAS process.  Of course we are proud of Clare and her achievements, but 
few schools could compare with the warmth and professionalism of Sheffield 
High School.  The quality of Clare’s teaching has been consistently excellent.  
Thank you all.” 

Future prospects?  
A qualification in Maths opens many doors. As 
well as the obvious links with Science and Engi-
neering related careers, many employers look 
favourably upon candidates who have studied 
Maths to A level standard. 
 
Further Mathematics is available as an addi-
tional A level for those interested in extending 
their knowledge and skills.  It is particularly useful 
for those looking to study engineering or the 
physical sciences. 



MODERN LANGUAGES 
(French, German, Spanish, Russian) 
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What will I be studying?  
You will develop your abilities in listening, speak-
ing, reading and writing in the target language for 
the purposes of practical, everyday communication 
and you will broaden your knowledge of the gram-
mar.  In the second year of the course particularly 
you will begin to learn in more detail about the cul-
ture and way of life of the country. 
 
 
What does this subject involve?  
All the courses emphasise a practical, hands-on 
approach to language-learning and we use a wide 
range of teaching materials including newspaper 
articles, internet, and video and audio re-
cordings.  French, German and Spanish students 
meet weekly with one of our foreign language as-
sistants and Russian students also have a conver-
sation class every week. The school's multimedia 
suite is available for at least one lesson per week 
and for self-access listening practice. 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  
Students should 

Have at least a grade B GCSE in the language 

Be hard-working and well-motivated 

Enjoy meeting challenges 

Be prepared to spend some time each week 

learning new vocabulary and grammar 

Have an interest in communication 

Have an interest in learning more about the 

country or countries concerned 

What about future prospects and careers?  
One or more languages may be studied with any 
other combination of subjects.  Universities now 
offer a wide range of courses in which the study of 
a modern language is combined with, for example, 
law, business and management studies, informa-
tion and media studies, sciences and engineering, 
to name but a few. 
"A huge range of career options is open to you, 
both in the UK and internationally.  Over 40% of 
graduate jobs do not require a specific de-
gree.  What's more important is the ability to com-
municate well and the flexibility to cope with new 
challenges.  With a degree in languages, you are 
well placed to take jobs in communicative fields like 
advertising, the media or public relations.  Nation-
ally, language graduates perform very well in the 
job market." (Manchester University School of 
Modern Languages) 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
Yes 
 
Additional information  
The school offers language visits to France and 
home stay trips to Germany and Spain and can 
also arrange individual work experience pro-
grammes in these countries.  Students also have 
the opportunity to attend language days, foreign 
language films and plays. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

What our Sixth Formers say ....  
 

Hannah Groombridge 
 

Hannah took A levels in German, History and Maths with AS level English 
Language and is now studying history and politics at St. Hilda’s College, 
Oxford.  She hopes to become a journalist. 
 
ñThe School has allowed me to fulfil my potential academically and 
supported me in all my academic choices ï from choosing GCSE sub-
jects to applying to university.  It has also helped me to develop a 
love for learning ï especially at A -level.  
 
I have made lots of amazing friends who I will stay in touch with for 
life.  The school has also provided loads of amazing opportunities ï 
from school trips to Iceland to competing at GDST rallies.ò 
 



MUSIC 
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What will I be studying?  

Influences on Music in Context (e.g. The    

Western Classical Tradition, Music Theatre, 
Early 20th Century Jazz) 

Practical aspects of performance and communi-

cating as a musician. 

Creating and Interpreting Musical Ideas 

How sounds are organized. 

 
What does this subject involve?  
Performing (in an ensemble and as a soloist), com-
positional techniques, aural skills, and listening and 
appraising skills which include the study of various 
musical genres and the analysis of set works. 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  

At least Grade 6 (instrument or voice) 

At least Grade 5 theory of music 

A willingness to keep improving as a performer 
 

A healthy curiosity about how music works and 

how it has been communicated to people over 
the years 

An interest and enjoyment in listening to and 

making music. 
 
What about future prospects and careers?  
Those who continue their music studies to a higher 
level pursue careers such as: arts administration, 
media, performance, teaching, studio and orches-
tral management, music therapy, publishing, and 
recording. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
It is preferable that you have studied music at 
GCSE. 
 
Additional information  
Because the A level classes are relatively small, 
we are able to attend several ‘extras’ – e.g. Per-
formance master classes, BBC live broadcasts, 
concerts etc.  
 

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION WITH ETHICS 
 

What will I be studying?  
In Philosophy you will look at Greek and Judas - 
Christian influences on western thoughts.  This  
includes the classic arguments for God’s existence, 
as well as the challenges to religion from science, 
evil and psychology.  In Ethics you will look at   
ethical issues such as fertility treatment and envi-
ronmental ethics.  These are studied in relation to 
ethical systems and human influences such as 
conscience and free will. 
 
What does this subject involve?  
Discussion, debate, essay writing, philosophical 
analysis and evaluation. 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  

An open mind 

Be prepared to be challenged, an interest in 

why the world is as it is 

An ability to think for yourself. 

What about future prospects and careers?  
Religious Studies is a well respected academic A 
level for university entrance and in particular any 
people-related career such as social and health 
care professions.  Medical ethics and business eth-
ics are now seen to be increasingly relevant in the 
world of work. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
No.   
 
Additional information  
A visit in Year 12 to the Jessop Assisted Concep-
tion Unit for the medical ethics component.   

What our Sixth Formers say ....  
 

Anya Thomson 

Anya gained A levels in English Language, German and Music.  She is now   
doing a Jazz Music degree course at Leeds College of Music. 
 
“The teachers are always ready to give up their free time to help you if you are 
finding things difficult and the resources such as the ICT facilities are excellent in 
terms of helping you with your work.   There are so many different sorts of clubs 
run at the School and especially for my interests in music, the music clubs have 
given me brilliant performance experience.” 

 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
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What will I be studying?  

Physiological and Psychological factors which 

improve performance.  

Sports Injuries.  

Socio-Cultural and Historical effects on partici-

pation and performance.  

The analysis and improvement of performance 

through physical performance, coaching and / 
or officiating. 

 
What skills or qualities will I need?  

Scientific understanding. 

Ability to express applications of concepts in 

writing. 

A good general knowledge of a range of Sports. 

An interest in Current Sporting Issues. 

Ability to do / desire to learn how to do two of  – 

performing, coaching, officiating at a high level. 
 

What about future prospects and careers?  
An A level in Physical Education is useful for sports 
related careers including teaching, coaching, sports 
development, recreation management, equipment 
design and manufacturing.  
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
It is advisable but not essential. 
 
Additional information  
Students are expected to remain or become fully 
involved in extra-curricular school sport. Practical 
performers will represent the school in their chosen 
sport and involve themselves in coaching and    
officiating at some of the Sports Clubs. 

PSYCHOLOGY 
What will I be studying?  
The core topics of modern Psychology, including 
autism, child development, memory, gender, social 
influence, eyewitness testimony and forensic     
psychology. 
 
What does this subject involve?  
Lessons take a variety of formats - discussions, 
practical work, videos, internet research, independ-
ent work and note-taking. 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  

A willingness to contribute ideas to class        

discussion 

The ability to work independently and in a group 

The ability to make critical appraisal of the     

research and findings of psychologists. 

Good organisational skills; the ability to plan 

ahead and meet deadlines 

An open mind! 

 
 

What about future prospects and careers?  
Knowledge of human behaviour and relationships 
is useful in many careers such as medicine, law, 
business, education, social work, counselling and 
advertising. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
No 
 
Additional information  
Opportunity to assist with or run psychology club. 
Brain Awareness week activities. Visiting speakers.  
Visit to the Freud Museum and Science Museum in 
Y12 or 13. 

 

What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 
Alexandra Percival 
 
Having gained A levels in ICT, Maths and Physics, Alex is now studying Com-
puter Science and Maths at the University of York. 
 
“In terms of my academic studies the school has given me support whenever I 
have needed it.  The School has also helped me develop into the person I am 
today.” 



BIOLOGY 

SCIENCES 

19 

What will I be studying?  
At AS you will be studying the effects of disease on body 
systems and the causes of variation in living organisms 
at both cell and organism level.  At A2 you will be study-
ing the nervous and endocrine systems, homeostasis, 
genes and genetic expression, populations and ecosys-
tems. 
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  
To get the most from this course you will need: 

An interest in current advances in the subject such 

as gene cloning technology 

To apply knowledge and understanding of biological 

principles 

To explain biological principles 

To analyse and interpret data 

To present scientific arguments 

To evaluate ethical, moral and social issues 

To carry out investigative activities including appro-

priate risk management 

To evaluate methodology, evidence and data 

 

To consider the role of the scientific community in 

validating evidence and in resolving conflicting      
evidence 

To consider the contributions that scientists make to 

decision-making and the formulation of policy 

To recognise the need for regulation of scientific   

enquiry and how this can be achieved 
 
What about future prospects and careers?  
A level Biology students have gone on to study the fol-
lowing related degree courses: natural sciences, medi-
cine, dentistry, veterinary science, nursing, physiology, 
biomedical science, genetics, marine biology, equine 
studies and others.  Some students go on to study an 
unrelated discipline such as Law; the range of generic 
skills developed in Biology makes this a feasible option. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
Everyone studies Biology as part of GCSE Science. 
 
Additional information  
The course usually includes lectures from visiting univer-
sity lecturers and visits to university departments. 

Are you interested in why things happen?  
Do you want to be able to make informed decisions 
about the many scientific and technological issues 
which confront us in today’s world? 
 
If the answer is ‘YES’ then you should study       
science at A level. 
 
You could study a combination of sciences or a 
science with other subjects to give your AS studies 
a broad base.  Sciences are a requirement for 
medical and engineering professions but they have 
also been chosen by students who pursued       
careers in many different fields such as architec-
ture, accountancy, law, history, psychology,     
management studies, English and journalism. 

Science at A level helps you to develop skills in 
problem-solving, analysis, research, team work 
and implementing ideas to name a few.  They are  
invaluable in the technological world in which we 
live. 
 
The following pages will tell you more about the 
four sciences we offer at AS and A2 level. 

What our Sixth Formers say ....  
 

Miriam Poulsom 
 
Miriam gained A levels in Biology, Chemistry and Physics and is now studying medi-
cine at Newcastle University with a view to becoming a surgeon. 
 
“The school has increased my ability and knowledge so that I now have the opportu-
nity to go on to higher education and what I want to do in life – medicine. 
 
It has also increased my confidence and I have made friends and been well prepared 
for interviews and higher education.” 
 

 



GEOLOGY (AS) 

CHEMISTRY 
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What will I be studying?  
Some work from GCSE in more depth and some 
new topics: 

Atomic structure 

Bonding 

Periodicity 

Reaction kinetics 

Equilibria 

Organic chemistry 
 
What does this subject involve?  
Both AS and A2 Chemistry consist of two modules 
and a practical assessment similar to the ISA     
investigations at GCSE, carried out in lesson time.  
 
What skills or qualities will I need?  

To be able to think logically. 

To have some basic mathematical skills. 

To work individually and as part of a team. 

To enjoy hands-on practical work 

To have an enquiring mind. 

To want to know the answers to important  
questions about the world around us. 

 

What about future prospects and careers?  
Many scientific and medical careers require a  
qualification in Chemistry. Employers in non-
scientific areas regard the skills of problem solving, 
logical thinking and application of scientific method 
gained during a Chemistry course very highly     
indeed. Chemistry therefore fits in well with any 
combination of subjects at AS level. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
Everyone studies Chemistry as part of GCSE     
science.  
 
Additional information  
Each year we enter students with much success in 
a number of local and national competitions. We 
have various links with the Chemistry Department 
at Sheffield University and all students visit the  
University during the A2 course to learn about   
analytical techniques. 

What will I be studying?  
How the Earth works, aspects of Earth history, gla-
ciation, climate change, formation of mountains 
and oceans, earthquakes, volcanoes, landslides, 
evolution of life and mass extinction, formations of 
rocks, minerals, gemstones and fossils. 
 

What does this subject involve?  
Field excursions, map work, experimental analysis, 
developing an understanding of past climates, how 
volcanoes and meteorites contribute to climate 
change and mineral resources and rock structures. 
Field Trips to: Castleton, Bridlington, Lake District, 
one foreign trip to Iceland, Italy or another volcanic 
region. 
 

What skills or qualities will I need?  

A good understanding of physical geography not 

necessarily from GCSE. 

A grade B in double award or triple Science. 

Enjoy working outside the classroom 

 

 

Ability to observe and solve problems 

An interest in the environment 

An interest in living things 

An enquiring mind 

 
What about future prospects and careers?  
Geologists are very much in demand. If you want to 
travel with your work and enjoy a challenge this 
could be for you. Other careers followed by geol-
ogy graduates are risk assessment, museum work, 
journalism, pollution control, architecture, engineer-
ing, exploration geology or space research. Most 
girls go on to study the subject at University. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
It starts from scratch so no prior knowledge is    
required. 
 
 

  

What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 
Rose Paxman 
 
Rose gained A levels in English Language, German and History and is now studying 
Linguistics at Edinburgh University. 
 
“My interests may not have been typical, but the School encouraged me to perform to 
the best of my ability.” 



PHYSICS 
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What will I be studying?  
You will develop an in-depth knowledge and under-
standing of the principles of physics and appreciate 
how the subject links to other sciences and under-
pins important technologies. 
 
What does this subject involve?  
The physics units included in the AS course cover 
these topics: 

Particles, radiation, quantum ‘tiny physics’     

effects and current electricity 

Mechanics, properties of materials, and waves. 

Practical skills  

The A2 units consist of: 

Oscillations, fields, magnetism and capacitors 

and further mechanics. 

Thermal physics, nuclear physics and an       

optional topic selected from astrophysics,    
medical physics or turning points in physics. 

Practical skills  

 
What skills or qualities will I need?  

Ability to work in a team or independently 

Enjoy practical work 

Have an enquiring mind 

Be mathematically competent  

Enjoy conceptual ideas 

Be good at problem solving 

 

What about future  
prospects and careers?  
Physics students are always much in demand    
because of their adaptability and problem-solving 
skills. The options are infinite but include: 
communications, engineering, health and medicine, 
veterinary science, industry or commerce,          
research, architecture. 
 
Do I need to have studied this for GCSE?  
Everyone studies Physics as part of GCSE        
Science. 
 
Additional information  
A varied programme of events and including links 
to university and trips to research establishments. 

 

What our Sixth Formers say ....  
 

Angela Bradbury 

Angela gained A levels in Chemistry, Maths, Further Maths and Physics as 
well as AS level Latin.  She is now studying Natural Sciences at Corpus 
Christi College, Cambridge. 
 
“The School has always done its utmost to help me to focus on achieving my 
potential. Nothing is too much trouble for the teachers and they are always 
happy to teach beyond the syllabus where I have a particular interest. 
 
The School provided me with invaluable opportunities including running the 
lunchtime Science Club and taking part in the Reactiv8 Project. I have        
especially enjoyed playing music in several ensembles here.” 
 



Residential educational visits during weekends and holidays 
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Academic Destination 'Purpose'  skiing, sightseeing etc Year groups Season Approx. cost 

2009/10 Europe Skiing 

Paris/Disney Visit 

Spanish Exchange, Palma 

Spain 

Spanish visit, Murcia 

Kingswood 

German exchange 

*Europe Band Tour 

Paris, France 

Geography Cranedale 

Geography Lake District 

Art to London 

D of E Bronze, Silver and Gold 

  

Skiing/cultural 

Bus/Econ/ICT Art+ Sixth Form Study 

Lang devt/cultural 

Lang devt/cultural 

Lang devt/cultural 

Outdoor Adventure 

Language Development 

Concert Band Tour 

Lang devt/cultural 

Fieldwork 

Fieldwork 

Museum visits for coursework 

D of E award 

  

12,13 

12,13 

12,13 

7 

10+ 

10 

10-13 

7-13 

12,13 

12 

11 

12,13 

10-13 

  

December 

Easter 

December 

May 

April 

September 

Easter & June 

Oct ½ term 

Feb ½ term 

October 

April 

November 

Year round 

  

App.£800 

£350 

£550-650 

App. £425 

App. £550 

App.  £65 

£550 

£395 

£475 

£195 

£185 

£110 

£65? + equip 

2010/11 East Coast USA 

Paris 

India 

Italy 

Northern France 

Spanish Exchange, Palma 

Spanish visit, Murcia 

*Europe Band Tour 

Austria Ski Trip 

Cologne 

Geography Cranedale 

Geography Lake District 

Art to London 

D of E Bronze, Silver and Gold 

  

Cultural 

Lang devt/cultural 

Lang devt/cultural 

Cultural 

Lang devt/cultural 

Lang devt/cultural 

Lang devt/cultural 

Concert Band Tour 

Skiing 

Sixth Form Choir Tour 

Fieldwork 

Fieldwork 

Museum visits for coursework 

D of E award 

  

  

12,13 

10,11 

10-13 

12/13 

8 

12,13 

7 

7-13 

8-10 

12,13 

12 

10 

12,13 

10-13 

  

Easter 

Easter 

Easter 

Feb 

September 

December 

May 

Oct ½ term 

Easter 

November 

October 

April 

November 

Year round 

  

  

£1420 

£475 

TBC 

£550 

£175 

App. £650 

App. £425 

App. £395 

£995 

£225 

App. £195 

App. £185 

App. £110 

App. £50 + 

equip 

 

What our Sixth Formers say ....  
 

Emma McPhail 
 
Emma studied Biology, Chemistry and German with AS level Maths.  She is 
now studying medicine at Birmingham University 
 
“If I had to choose the most important thing the High School has taught me, it 
would be to believe in my abilities.  SHS has opened my eyes to the opportu-
nities around me and given me the confidence to believe anything is possi-
ble. The strong pastoral support service and the friendly, outgoing ethos of 
staff and pupils here is always enough to cause you to try that little bit 
harder.  Whether this may be another gruelling Duke of Edinburgh expedition 
or writing my own book to raise £10,000 for the Riding for the Disabled Asso-
ciation, this fantastic school has provided me with the best imaginable 
springboard for my future career as a doctor.  Memories I shall never forget, 
tears and laughter and friends I know will last a lifetime.  In fact, it has been 
so much fun; in hindsight, it hardly felt like school at all!” 
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GCE Specifications 2010-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject Specification Board 
Art and Design  Unendorsed AQA 

Biology  AQA 

Business Studies   AQA 

Chemistry  AQA 

Classical Civilisation  AQA 

Drama & Theatre Studies  EDEXCEL 

Economics  OCR 

English Language B AQA 

English Literature B AQA 

French  EDEXCEL 

Further Mathematics  EDEXCEL 

General Studies A EDEXCEL 

Geography  AQA 

Geology  WJEC 

German  EDEXCEL 

Government & Politics Route A EDEXCEL 

History   AQA 

Information &  
Communication Technology 

 AQA 

Latin  OCR 

Mathematics   EDEXCEL 

Music  AQA 

Physics A AQA 

Psychology B AQA 

Religious Studies  OCR 

Russian  EDEXCEL 

Spanish  AQA 

Sport & Physical Education  AQA 

Web addresses: 
www.aqa.org.uk www.edexcel.org.uk  www.ocr.org.uk  www.wjec.co.uk 

 

What our Sixth Formers say ....  
 

Elizabeth Groom 

Elizabeth achieved A levels in Art & Design, Biology, Chemistry and History 
and is now at Cardiff University studying Medicine. 
 
“The School helped me to achieve the best grades I possibly could.  It has 
also helped me to realise my goals and it has given me the skills and confi-
dence to achieve them.” 
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A LEVEL RESULTS 2010 

 

What our Sixth Formers say .... 
 
Nicola Chan-Lam 
 
Nicki gained A levels in German, Maths, Further Maths and Physics and is 
now studying Maths with Actuarial Science at Manchester University. 
 
“My teachers have always been there to help and support me throughout my 
time at Sheffield High School, whether it was before, during or after school, 
particularly at A level, when the work was much more challenging. The suc-
cess of other students and the disciplined atmosphere has really motivated 
me to work hard to achieve good results.” 

ADVANCED LEVEL NO OF TOTAL             

SUBJECTS ENTRIES PASSES A* A B C D E 

    (A-E)             

ART AND DESIGN 19 19 7 3 6 3     

BIOLOGY 39 39 8 13 10 6 2   

BUSINESS STUDIES 11 11 1 3 2 3 2   

CHEMISTRY 44 44 7 18 10 6 3   

DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES 6 6 2 3 1       

ECONOMICS 11 11 1 1 6 2 1   

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 8 8   5   2 1   

ENGLISH LITERATURE 6 6 4   1 1     

FRENCH 2 2   1   1     

FURTHER MATHEMATICS 5 5 4 1         

GEOGRAPHY 14 14 4 7 2   1   

GEOLOGY 4 4   3       1 

GERMAN 4 4 2 1     1   

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 10 10 1 6 1 1 1   

HISTORY 14 14 1 7   5 1   

ICT 4 4   2 2       

LATIN 1 1   1         

MATHEMATICS 34 34 8 13 6 6 1   

MUSIC 2 2   1     1   

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 4 4 1 3         

PHYSICS 13 13 3 2 6 1 1   

PSYCHOLOGY 28 28 5 4 8 7 2 2 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 8 8 1 2 3 2     

SPANISH 5 5   1 2 2     

CUMULATIVE %     20.2 54.4 76.3 92.9 99.0 100 
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UNIVERSITY DESTINATIONS 2010 

 
Anglia Ruskin Brooke Leigh Psychology and Criminology 
 
Bath Lisa Camm Computer Information Systems 
 Rebecca Dargue Natural Sciences 
 
Birmingham Charlotte Ashley English Language 
 Emma McPhail Medicine 
 Laura Wells Psychology 
Bradford Grace Haddad Biomedical Science 
 
Brighton Philippa Buxton Politics and Social Policy 
 
Bournemouth Harriet Williams Scriptwriting for Film and Television 
 
Cambridge Catherine Collett Natural Sciences (Sidney Sussex College) 
 Jennifer Durrant Geography (Sidney Sussex College) (Deferred 2011) 
Cambridge Institute Alexandra Pilgrim Musical Theatre 
 
Cardiff Alice Meakin Medicine 
 Ruth West Medicine 
 
Chesterfield Chloe Dalton Art Foundation 
  Eleanor O’Connor Art Foundation 
 Rachel Murphy Beauty Therapy 
 
Coventry Chloe Reid Sociology and Psychology 
 
Durham  Emily Green Educational Studies (Mathematics) 
 Abigail Pierce Psychology 
 Isabel Rughani Natural Sciences 
 Sophie Sempers Geography 
 Emily Wood Psychology (Applied) 
Exeter Olivia Webster English 
 
Grenada Kudzai Phiri Medicine 
 
Hertfordshire Sarah Akhavan-Hezaveh Pharmacy 
 Danielle Calderwood Paramedic Science 
 
Hull Daisy Baldwin British Politics and Legislative Studies 
 Sophie Hall Politics and International Relations 
 Charlotte Harrison Film Studies 
 
Lancaster Isabella Shirtcliffe Psychology 
 
Leeds Anita Hossain Design and Colour Technology 
 Sadie Lloyd Mathematics and Music 
 Laura Mossman Environmental Science 
 Emily Norman Medicine 
 Josephine Powrie Cinema and Photography 
 Emily Stewart Neuroscience 
 Jessica Wing Geography 
 
Leeds Metropolitan Poppy Bell Business and Management 
 Francesca Kay Psychology 
 Hayley Walrond Marketing 
 
Leicester Ellena Carannante Geology with Palaeobiology 
 Rebecca Hu Medicine 
 Mehak Hussain Medical Physiology 
 Grace Shephard Applied and Environmental Geology 
 Morgan Sykes Medicine 
 
Lincoln Ashleigh Bladon Criminology and Forensic Investigation 
 Zelphi Moradi Psychology 
 
Liverpool Laura Fitzgerald Nursing 
 Lucia Livoti Biological and Medical Sciences 
 Katy Nofal Medicine 
 Aoife Robinson Philosophy 
Liverpool John Moores Hetty Pullan Criminology 
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London Tayla Furniss Medicine (Imperial College) 
 Sitara Kurian Economics (University College) 
 Christina Ng Geology (University College) 
 Holly Taylor Neuroscience (King’s College) 
 Lucy Zhang Economics and Statistics (King’s College) 
 
Manchester Naomi Fletcher Fashion and Textile Retailing 
 Georgina Hanson Chemistry with Forensic and Analytical Chemistry 
 Holly Siddall Chemistry with Patent Law 
 Jessica Waring Accounting and Finance 
Manchester Metropolitan Lakhpreet Gill Politics 
 Anna Grunwerg Events Management 
 Kirsty Lee Economics 
 Lisa Stephenson Primary Education 
 Olivia Sutton Business Management 
 Abigail Thearle International Fashion Marketing (Foundation) 
 
Newcastle Harriet Hill Politics 
 Georgina Knowles Biomedical Sciences 
 Miriam Poulsom Medicine 
 
Northumbria Charlotte Hague International Business Management 
 Emma Hillitt Criminology 
 Nicola Royle Fashion Marketing 
 Eleanor Wheeler Psychology 
 
Nottingham Trent Sarah Atkins Construction Management 
 
Oxford Sijung Cho Mathematics (Lady Margaret Hall) 
 Hannah Groombridge History and Politics (St Hilda’s College) 
 Elizabeth Murphy Biological Sciences (Magdalen) 
 Claire Sear Chemistry (Magdalen) 
 
Sheffield Mollika Chakravorty Medicine 
 April Hird Biomedical Science 
 Brooke Robinson Economics 
 
Southampton Harriet Fryatt Management with Entrepreneurship 
 
Utah, USA Olivia Brownlow Earth Sciences 
 
York Eleanor Dodd Economics 
 Olivia French Chemistry 
 Jasmine Sahu English 
   
Gap Year  
Zirlish Afzal Charlotte Deffley Jasmine Henry 
Payvand Agahi Rebecca Fonseka Rebecca Thompson 
Amandeep Bains Charlotte Hale Katie Vernon 
Ellis Burgin Amy Haywood  

   


